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" Otto B. Willett held court,

-COUBT OPEN HOUSE hew

{(Herald Plioto)

Sonth Bay, Munleipal Court

Ernest Stout helps Jndge Otto B, Willett-into his judlehl
robes in prepnmlon for!the court’s open lmuse, held last
Thursday - evening. Judge ‘Willett and Judge John A.
Shidler held evening court and other officers. were open
in an effort to acquaint the public with the court’s work.

Thursday night, not just to
lawbreakers.

Interested citizens  turned
out to take a look at the legal
machinery in the court build-
ing at 1231 Pacific' Ave., Re-
dondo ‘Beach The week was

Goy. Good

Week.”
Judges John A. Shilder and

hearing traffic cases, criminal
trials, and small claims, Court
Clerk Ernest' W. Stout and his
staff explained the operations
of the court.

The local court is one of ‘57
throughout the state, as set up
to replace some 800 justice
and city courts, many with con-
flicting jurisdictions.

Municipal courts have juris-
diction in all misdemeanor and
tramc violations and of felony

ions for

In observance of the fifth
courts in California under the new couirt system, the South
Bay Municipal Court opened its doors to the general public

by
. Knight as “Municipal Court/!

' South Bay Court
Holds Open House
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POLICE CHIEF ANNOUNCES

HE’LL RETIRE ON APRIL 1
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Top Industrial

| Leaders  C
About Hospital

Confer

" Executives of major Torrance area industries will
meet Thursday to discuss immediate financial participation
in'the '$776,000' fund drive for the new Little: Company of

Mary Hospital.

The meeting follows a special session Friday of the

Torrance Industries Tax Com-

mittee, where 20 representa-
tives of leading industrial
firms in the area gathered to
discuss the proposed Torrance
District Hospital; now' being
promoted by ‘petitions in cir
culation locally/ ot create a hos:
pital district: within “the city
limits of Torrance.’ Signatures
of 15 per cent of the total of
regi d voters who voted in

sary of

traffic offenders and .other

municipal courts daily  serve
the greatest number of people
involved in legal matters,

The South - Bay Municipal
Court. ‘serves, Torrance, Gar-
dena, Redondo, Manhattan,
Hermosw, *Bawndale, ‘Palos
Verdes' Bstates, and Lomita,
with a separate branch of the
court planned soon at the Tor-
rance ‘Civic Cénter,

Visitors ‘at the'court also re-
ceived booklets describing the
court machinery.

The Association of Munici-
pal Court Clerks of California,
Inc),  of which Stout is;an ac-
tive ' member, is ‘currently try-
ing to establish  uniform proce-
dures, court records;.and legal
forms in municipal courts
throughout: the state. Current-
1y, a variety of forms are used
in t}lﬂerent courts, leading to

crimes commltteed within the
judicial district. They handle
civil casés up to $3000 and
small claims cases up to $100.

Because of their jurisdiction,

The group .also is. preparing
a state municipal court clerk’s
manual’ which will cover the
duties  and Tequirements of
such work.,

the last gubernatorial election
are necessary to establish’ the
district.
Announcement Due
Industrialists attending the
tax committee meeting declin-
ed to reveal what action had
ben taken, but said there
would be a definite announce-
ment concerning industry’s at-
titude toward the proposed dis-
trict hospnal shortly after
Jan. 10 gathering. j
(Continued on Page 7)

Three-Year-ld
Dies of Burns
In Home Blaze

Burns suffered in an accl:
dent at"her ‘home last month
proved fatal Friday to Aurora
Alvarez, 4, of 2568 W. 235th

St.

The tot died at Harbor Gen-
eral Hospital of second and
third burns that covered more
than half of her tiny body,

Investigators said the young-
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right) tours the T

(right), briefs Secrel
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ster was' playing with
at her home on Dec. 7, when

the | flames “éngulfed her clothing.

The fire was beaten out by
her grandmother. |

PLANNERS DELAY CBS
SPORTS CENTER PLAN

A controversy over whether
apartment buildings should

‘be built at the carner of Re-

dondo Beach Blvd. and Ains-
worth Ave, received a com-

who objected to the plans for

two-story buildings which they'

felt. would intrude ‘on their

privacy.
As a result, the Planners rec-
ded duplex zoning for

promise from
the Torrance Planning Com-
mission Wednesday night.

The petition of Wayne L.
Nelson, Gardena, for  apart-
ment zoning on. 17 lots along
Redondo  Beach' 'Blvd., drew
fire from nearby i

the area in question, with the
that the st

be limited to one story. The

vote was 7-2, with Commis-

sioners Bert Lynn and Lau-

rence Wing voting no.

Plans Pruented

ive of.Barclay

4 Attempt to FormHospital
District Here Denounced

Torrance doesn't qualify as an “All America Hospital City"” in the opinion of Gerald L.
Revell, chairman of the executive committee for industry in the Little Company. of Mnry

Hospital Campaign,

. "In a letter to The HERALD this week, Revell, president of Cal-Metal Corp. and a
leader in the movement to secure.the new 125-bed hospital for Torrance, also deplored

the attempt to a dis-
trigt hospital at, public expense
Revgl; wrote:

“AIL of us share in a feel:
ing of gnmﬂcatlon that Tor-
rance has been 'selected an

are to obtain a Dis-

ed, politically ted hospi-
tal here. : R
Nothing Illegal

“There is' nothing illegal
about this, but there certainly

All' Ameriea City. In oné re-
‘spect, however, we are far
from qualifying as such a city
r—We thave less than half the
number of hospital beds in the
community to meet the mini-
mum hospitalization require-|
ments as defined by the State
Department of Public Health,
Movement Noted
“As. chairman of the Indus-
try Committee for the Little
Company of Mary Hospital
Campaign, which seeks §$776,
000 to create 125 additional
beds, ‘t has been my privilege
to , work . with others toward
qualifying Torrance as an: All
America hospital city,
,“During theé holiday period 1
became aware of a niovement
) now ‘being promoted in Tor
rance to form a Hospital Dis-
trict for this city. Petitions are
being circulated with the'in.
tent of forming this district

hether i

is a question as to
is advisable—as to whether it
is good, All Amerlc; planning.

“Like a good many other
civic endeavors, , the district
hospital is a complex under-

taking. In the. first place, the
district hospital, < being tax
supported, receives most of its
construction and maintenance
funds from industry and busi-
ness. It is ‘my sincere belief
that executives of our indus-
trial and business firms would
prefer to give !reel)iv toward a

t h

of hlzhest madlcal standards
rather than to be taxed year
after year for a district hospi-
tal. Free enterprise always has
been, and I hope always will
be, the All America way. I
can see where critical differ-
ences of opinion might crop
up among those who support
and those who oppose a dis-
trict hospital in Torrance, It

0 order fo build a tax-support-

might be urged by those who

trict Hospital that since ‘indus-
try must bear the lion's share
of the cost’‘then the working-
man and his family should
naturally sign petitions and
vote ‘vea' in the hospital
election.
Each' Can Give

“We ‘all know what kind of
deep - divisions and bitterness
this leads to. Is it worth such
attainment as may be expect-
ed? Is it not to'more avail if
each segment of the economy
of Torrance gives what it can
—of its own free will—to the
Little Company of Mary fund
drive?

#At any rate, ¢an we not
say to those who are already
working for this hospital dis | Ay
trict: ‘Can't you wait until it
is seen what we can provldp
of our own free will?' Su
anyone can see that two ne
hospitals in Torrance is m
more than enough.

“Do you think ‘we might
hope. to hear from '.the who
e iadiiaty ol

wm’.\w.

Engineering had presented re-
vised: plans for the two-story
apartments, which would eli-
minate windows in the rear,
but  residents 'indicated that
they were opposed to any zon-
ing other than single-family
residence.

The petition of the Colum-
hia Broadcasting System for
commercial zoning on the
northeast corner of :190th and
Hawthorne Ave. was held over
for another two weeks, pend-
ing final determination of
street locations. Plans are be-
ing made to' locate a sports
center, including a golf course
and driying nnge, ‘at the locl-
tion, *

. Plan Studied

Algo receiving further study
was the petition for planting
zoning along the north bound-
ary of the Torrance Sand and
Gravel Co. Residents presen-
ted ‘suggestions for improving
the situation in the area includ-
ing progressive planting of the
banks and construction of a
drainage area inside the gravel
firm’s property.

Inglewood Farms' request
for a variance to permit addi-
tion and alteration to its milk-
processing \plant at 3400 Del

Amo Blvd. received an OK
{ftom the Planners,

pudlvy Gray's petition for

;-Ium on: the southeast

a del Amo and
to operate'a mo-

bile home park was held ovcr
for two weeks,

Also held over was the petl-

New Record For{
Construction
Set Herein "%

The new record for building
permits in Torrarce, 'set ‘last
year, is $46,482,600, according
to final figures iled. last

g; Rear

OFFICIALS TOUR, DOUGLAS . Seer:ury of the Navy Charles 8. mmu"&'ﬁ" -

y Donald W. Douglas Jr., vice
president-military relations (mnnd from right). J. D Thomu, factory superintendent
Thomas on the operation of the F4D Skyray final assembly line.
Others (from the lm) nclmle Rear Admln.l D. L. McDonald, Air Warfare Division, €NO;
A E. i 1 James S, Russell, Chief of the
Nnvys Bureau of Aemnuutlu, and E. H. Helnemmn chief engineer at the Division.

Secretary of Navy
Visits Local Firm.

Secretary ot the Navy Chprles 8 Thomas conten'ed
with Donald Ww. Douglas‘ president of the Douglas Aircraft
company, and other top company executives here Friday |y
on current and proposed aircraft for the Navy, during a
visit to the Douglas El Segundo division.

week by Walter Bradford,
senior clerk at the City Engi-
neer’s office.

The new. figure betters. the
record set in 1954 by more
| than $1,300,000. Although' the

" | December totals - $344,162 —

lagged considerably below the
average, permits during the
early part of the year pushed
the city to a new record. In
January, $7,607,226 in.permits
were issued.’

Residential: construction: ac-
counted for $32,942,858 of the
total, with 3076 units accoun-
ted for in tHe totals.

City  officials expect the
record set in 1956 :to stand
for many years, since most of
the large' areas of open land
left in the city were subdivi-
ded during the year, leaving
many smaller parcels as the
likely developments of the fu-
ture. It is expected that busi-
ness and industrial permits will
make up a larger percentage
of the totals in the future.

With the exception of 1055,
when a sand and gravel strike
virtually halted building acti-
vity for several months, build-
ing permits totals in Torrance
have set a new record each
year. The 1955 totals were
$42,675,040, while the previous
year's record was MB 068,562

The S y and his party
toured the modern pmducuon
facilities  of the division’s El

Other Naval personnel pres-

Segundo and Torrance loca-
tions, where the A3D Skywar-
rior, F4D ‘Skyray and A4D
Skyhawk, three of the Navy's
newest operational jet air-
craft, are in production.

“All "of these .carrier-based

‘aircraft went into fleet service

in 1956 and additional squad-
rons are being formed. as: de-
liveries are made’to'the Navy.
. Others Visit Plant

Included in Thomas' party
were Rear Admiral James S.
Russeéll, chief of the Navy's
Bureau of Aeronautics; Rear
Admiral D, L. McDgnald, Air
Warfare Division, Chief of Na-
val' Operations; Captain D, J.

Welsh, assistant chief, « Plans
and Program, Bureau of Aero-
nautics: and Captain' F., W.
Brown, head, Production Divi-
sion, Bureau of Aeronautics,

ent " incliided’ Rear. Admiral
John B, Pearson Jr., Bureau of
Aeronautics, general represen-
tative for the Western District;
Captain W, C. Fortune, assis-
tant Bureau of Aeronautics
general representative for the
Western District; and: Com-
mander R. J. Tt assis-

Chief Says
He'll Quit

f Next April

Willard H. Haslam, member
of the Torrance Police Depart-
ment since 1934 and chief of
the department since the re-
tirement of John Stroh early
in 1954, yesterday confirmed
reports that he will ask to be
retired by April 1 of this year.
Haslam was appointed to the
top police post here on Feb. 9,
1954, by the City Council after
he had finished No. 1 on the
Civil Seryice  examination for
the job. He moved up to the
job' from his post of assxstant
chief. . ;
.. Rose Through lhnku
Chief Haslam:joined the
Torrance force in 1934 as a
patrolman’ ‘and rose ‘through
the ranks to be chief. He serv-
ed as assistant chief from 1952
to 1954, and had  previously
gerved in: all ranks including

captain, *

Before joining the city, Has-
lam had spent three years in
the plant protection service at
'the ‘General ‘Petroleam' Refin-
%ry here. Heihad worked for
the city prior to that'job, start
ing in 1927 with the street de-
partment. R

: To Go On Leave

Haslam told The HERALD
| yesterday’ that he had ‘rotified
the city manager and. members
of the Council that he wanted
to retire April 1. He plans to

begin his.annual leave on
March. 1.

ing to stay here,” he stated.

His request for retirement
'will be considered by the Coun-
cil. at an early meeting.

Haslam and his wife, Mable,
live at 1519 Amapola Ave,
They have one: son, Kenneth,
and a daughter, May, = '

‘A successor will ‘be chosen
through . Civil Serv;ca proce-
dures.’

tant Bureau of Aeronautics|.
representauve ut the Douglas

Teu_npénture's

El S

In addition to: Douglas," a
number of other top company
officials were present. They
included-F.-W, Conant, senior
vice president; D. W. Douglas
Jr., vice president-military: re-

Torrance had its first rain
of 1957 and of the season
this week, as .30 of an inch
fell Friday and Saturday. A
few sprinkles also tell on

lations; A. E. Raymond, vice
prenldent englneerlng, T, "B 38
, vice 45
al mmlger of 'ti:e El Sexundo .43
and E, H 39
chief engineer of the ‘El Smm- ‘41
do division, t

thl Torrance Have e
‘Rose Parade Float?

Plans to enter a float repre-
senting Torrance in the 1058
Tournament of Roses at Pasa~
dena -are now being made,

Quail Flying |n|o
Wires Starts Blaze

A quail which apparently
flew into a high voltage wire
near 190th and Hawthorne
Ave. last week caused a small
grass fire, Torrance firemen
reported.

. The quail, whieh wis elec-
trocuted in the collision, cause-
ed the nearby transformer to
explode, which in turn shatter-
ed the insul which fell to

for
district here and get their
vlewu on the matter?
“GERALD L. REVELL,"

tion of the P!
slon for a change of zone on

seven lots in tract 10216 and
. (Continued on Page 7)

the ground, causing a grass
fire which burned a 100 by
200 foot area.

~ thing in publici

Dick F d, secretary of
the Chamber of Commerce,
said yestorday.
Regquest Made

A request for an entry in
the next New Year's Day ex.
travaganza has been for-
warded to the committee in
charge, but no word has yet
been received, he sald. Entries
are limited to 65 each year,
and some are not accepted, he
sald, Application does not
mean automatic participation
in the colorful tournament,

if we could do it,” he declared.
_ Entry Too Late

Fitzgerald said that when he
became Chamber secretary
last Nov. 1 he had forwarded
a request for a float in the
parade which was presented
last week, It was too late then
to participate in. the 1957

See “Mallbox” - replies on
float today on Page 6.

ter a float for about’ $5000.
Most cities use one of three
methods to raise funds:

1. The city allocates money
to the Chamber of Commerce,

2, The money is raised by a
public subscription campaign.

8, Contributions are solici«
ted from business firms and
industry,

IfTo rrance’ s application
were e local clvie

parade, but the application is
in early: for the 1058  festivi-
ties, he pointed out.

In studying floats made by
other cities, he said he had
found that the ‘cost might

he explained. range anywhere from $3000 to
“This would b‘ A great| §50,000, but estimated that
| could probably en-

leaders would luvq to deter.
mine the fund.
raising. In many cldel. large
groups of high school students
are recruited to|decorate
float, the frame for which
built by professional workm.
In this way, the cost is kept

low, while the sponsoring or-
(Continued on Page T)

“1 like Torrance -and I'm go-




